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Weekly Media Monitor
October 23 - 29, 2023

This week’s major news updates in Pakistan’s energy sector:

 Â Director General of Sindh Coal Authority says a South African lab has conducted tests on lignite coal 
being mined in Thar and found it suitable for conversion to gas and liquid fuels.

 Â Power sector circular debt increased by Rs 227 billion in July-September and stood at Rs 2.54 trillion at 
the end of September, 2023. 

 Â The Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the federal cabinet approves a massive 193 percent 
increase in gas tariff from November 1, 2023. 

 Â NEPRA calls the five-year plan for power acquisition submitted by DISCOs as being faulty since it does 
not include the acquisition of electricity from renewable sources and does not mention the impact of 
electricity tariff on consumers.

 Â Private Power & Infrastructure Board conveys its reservations to the State Bank of Pakistan about delay in 
allowing Independent Power Producers to convert their earnings from Pak rupees to US dollars

 Â The World Bank warns the National Transmission and Dispatch Company over delayed progress on 
Islamabad West Substation (IWS) section of the National Transmission Modernization Project-1 (NTMP-1).
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worries
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Oil falls more than $2 Experts seek policies for 
green future

Conversion of PKR into 
USD: PPIB conveys its 
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OICCI to host Pakistan 
climate dialogue
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Oil rises more than $1 on 
fears of spread of Middle 
East conflict
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Hurricane leaves at least 
27 dead in Mexico’s 
Acapulco
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KCCI, other bodies assail 
hike in gas tariffs
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limited to eight hours a 
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A case for solar with 
battery storage

LESCO detects power 
theft at 110 houses

Smog begins to choke 
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Gas tariff hike won’t 
affect 57pc consumers: 
govt
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constituted
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MARI – earnings soar in 
1QFY24

KE delays financial 
statements amid tariff 
uncertainty
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global cooling pledge at 
COP28
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Power sector debt soars 
to Rs2.54tr

Existential threat
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Oil falls on easing ME 
fears

PM Kakar for accelerated 
efforts to curb power 
theft in AJK, Sindh

114m people displaced 
worldwide: UN
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sector frozen

Hundreds of uplift 
projects face the axe

China-Pakistan Youth 
Community helps flood 
victims in Bahawalnagar
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likely to rise
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